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Background
ÅBefore COVID-19, businesses could apply for a 

Sidewalk Cafe License, which allowed businesses 
to add outdoor seating directly abutting a 
restaurant.

ÅIn response to the pandemic, the City expanded 
the created an expedited review process for 
outdoor dining and began expanded dining in the 
cartway through theSlow Streets & Outdoor 
Dining Program

ÅYear One: 100 permits

ÅYear Two: 70 permits

ÅAs time went on, need to formalize program

Åpredictability for business community

Åoutdoor dining and retail activities can be 
in the interest of economic development, 
vibrancy, andattractive places



ReOpenPittsburgh Recommendations 
May 2021



LiquorControl Board 
Updates
ÅExtension of premise for liquor license 

can include any area adjacent or 
within 1,000 ft of the main licensed 
building. This provision is set to sunset 
in 2024.

ÅService of alcohol is not limited 
to tables & chairs against the building; 
allows for seating in the furnishing 
zone of sidewalk and parking lane.



New Outdoor Dining & Retail Program

ÅActive permits renewedthrough the end 
of the year*
ÅFebruary 2022 - Amendmentsto CityCode
ÅApril 2022 - Draft guidelines
ÅJune 2022 ςFinal Guidelines
ÅExpanded use of ROW
ÅHigherstandards/expectationsaroundsafety,acces

sibility,appearance,andmaintenance
ÅKept streamlined process
ÅMeant to evolve (winter design standards 

forthcoming)



https://pittsburghpa.gov/domi/outdoor -dining
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